Recall phenomenon following epirubicin.
The case history is presented of a 46-year-old lady who was treated postoperatively for breast cancer with combination chemotherapy containing the antitumour agent epirubicin. The second cycle was complicated by a mild extravasation injury in the antecubital fossa, which settled with conservative management. Two weeks after a subsequent infusion into a different extremity she developed inflammation at the original site of injury, which rapidly led to tissue breakdown requiring surgical debridement and microvascular free flap reconstruction. To our knowledge, epirubicin has never been previously associated with 'recall reactions'. Histological evaluation of the debrided tissue has revealed a possible underlying mechanism for the cell damage.